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Team

May 15, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao,

Team NEO is a business and economic development organization focused on accelerating economic growth and job creation
throughout the 18 counties of Northeast Ohio. Developing a strong inventory of readily marketable sites aligned with needs
of core industries in our region is a strategic imperative that will improve our Northeast Ohio’s economic competitiveness. Our
deep manufacturing roots, transportation assets, and ready access to a very large market of manufacturers and distributors
makes Northeast Ohio an ideal location for business investment.

I am writing to you today to express my support for the Western Reserve Port Authority’s application for funding in the FY20
Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grants Program. Funding will
be used for the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub, a strategic infrastructure initiative to capitalize on Lordstown’s location at the
intersection of multiple modes of transportation, broadband, and electrification to position the area as the premier regional
warehousing and distribution hub.

The Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub will be a critical asset to the region and a strong catalyst for further economic investment.
The ample readily available sites in the area will be a key to attracting new investment capable of generating attractive
investment return and creating new jobs. Team NEO will support the hub through data driven marketing and targeted outreach
to companies across the globe that would see value in unique assets this Hub represents.

Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning Valley and Lordstown, areas that
were sharply impacted by economic downturns. The Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub will deliver significant improvements in
transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability. Improvements will include an intermodal rail connection at Ohio
Commerce Center, an autonomous truck circulator route, consolidation of the current split interchange configuration along the
Ohio Turnpike at Lordstown, and a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange.

Further, the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub would build off the existing investment in transportation infrastructure, and the
private investment by companies such as General Motors (GM) & LG Chem, Lordstown Motors Corporation, and TJX
Homegoods to name a few.

| urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest consideration and support as it presents
a catalytic opportunity to bring federal dollars to the Mahoning Valley to aid in the region’s ongoing economic recovery.

Respectfully,

Wil Lol

William R. Koehler
Chief Executive Officer
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May 6, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao,

[ am writing to you today to express my support for the Western Reserve Port Authority’s application for funding in
the F'Y20 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grants
Program. Funding will be used for the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub, a strategic infrastructure initiative to
capitalize on Lordstown’s location at the intersection of multiple modes of transportation, broadband, and
electrification to position the area as the premier regional warehousing and distribution hub.

Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning Valfey and Lordstown,
areas that were sharply impacted by economic downturns. The Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub will deliver
significant improvements in transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability, Improvements will include an
interimodal rail connection at Ohio Commerce Center, an autonomous truck circulator route, consolidation of the
current split interchange configuration along the Ohio Turnpike at Lordstown, and a transfer yard for trailers at the
Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange.

For the City of Warren, Ohio, this project would bring with it the need for a skilled workforce and provide jobs for
many who found themselves out of work after the GM Lordstown facility and other ancillary companies closed.
These much needed jobs would aiso replenish the City’s income tax base, which has been impacted with the lay-
offs of thousands in our area due those closures, as well as the Coronavirus pandemic.

Further, the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub would build off the existing investment in transportation
infrastructure, and the private investment by companies such as General Motors (GM) & LG Chem, Lordstown
Motors Corporation, and TIX Homegoods to name a few.

[ urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest consideration and support as
it presents a catalytic opportunity to bring federal dollars to the Mahoning Valley to aid in the region’s ongoing
economic recovery.
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May 8, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao,

The Board of Mahoning County Commissionet’s is writing to you today to express our
support for the Western Reserve Port Authority’s application for funding in the FY20
Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation
Discretionary Grants Program. Funding will be used for the Lordstown Smart Logistics
Hub, a strategic infrastructure initiative to capitalize on Lordstown’s location at the
intersection of multiple modes of transportation, broadband, and electrification to
position the area as the premier regional warehousing and distribution hub.

Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning
Valley and Lordstown, areas that were sharply impacted by economic downturns. The
Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub will deliver significant improvements in transportation
safety, mobility, access, and reliability. Improvements will include an intermodal rail
connection at Ohio Commerce Center, an autonomous truck circulator route,
consolidation of the current split interchange configuration along the Ohio Turnpike at
Lordstown, and a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange.

The Board of Mahoning County Commissioner’s supports this application for the
betterment of our community and to revive our economy. The loss of jobs due to the
closing of the Lordstown plant has hit our economy and community immensely. The
BUILD grant will provide a great opportunity to replace lost jobs and increase revenue in
the valley.

Further, the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub would build off the existing investment in
transportation infrastructure, and the private investment by companies such as General
Motors (GM) & LG Chem, Lordstown Motors Corporation, and TJX Homegoods to
name a few.






I urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest
consideration and support as it presents a catalytic opportunity to bring federal dollars to
the Mahoning Valley to aid in the region’s ongoing economic recovery.

Respectfully,

The Board of Mahoning County Commissioners,

R S AL

David C. Ditzler, President

ce; Anthony Traficanti, VP
Caron Rimedio-Righetti, Commissioner
File






State Representative Michael O’Brien
Ohio House District 64

May 15, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao,

I am writing you today to express my full support for the Western Reserve Port Authority’s
application for funding in the FY20 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development
(BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grants Program. This funding is for the Lordstown Smart
Logistics Hub, a strategic infrastructure initiative to capitalize on Lordstown’s location at the
intersection of multiple modes of transportation, broadband, and electrification to position the
area as the premier regional warehousing and distribution hub.

Investing in this project will invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning Valley and
Lordstown, areas that were sharply impacted by economic downturns. The Lordstown Smart
Logistics Hub will build off the private investment by companies such as General Motors,
Lordstown Motors Corporation, and TJX Homegoods.

I respectfully request your careful consideration of the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant
application.

Respectfully,

Mint i~
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May 6, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao,
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to you today to express my support for the Western Reserve Port Authority’s
application for funding in the FY20 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development
(BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grants Program. Funding will be used for the Lordstown
Smart Logistics Hub, a strategic infrastructure initiative to capitalize on Lordstown’s location at

the intersection of multiple modes of transportation, broadband, and electrification to position the
area as the premier regional warehousing and distribution hub.

Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning Valley
and Lordstown, areas that were sharply impacted by economic downturns. The Lordstown Smart
Logistics Hub will deliver significant improvements in transportation safety, mobility, access,
and reliability. Improvements will include an intermodal rail connection at Ohio Commerce
Center, an autonomous truck circulator route, consolidation of the current split interchange
configuration along the Ohio Turnpike at Lordstown, and a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio
Turnpike Lordstown interchange.

Trumbull County is in full support of improving our logistics capabilities with Northeast Ohio
being an ideal location for such a hub. Trumbull County has a long history of manufacturing and
many old steel mills located in the area. An investment in this Logistics Hub can spark
reinvestment to existing and bring the potential for manufacturing enterprises with infrastructure
and trucking routes already established in the area.

Further, the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub would build off the existing investment in
transportation infrastructure, and the private investment by companies such as General Motors
(GM) & LG Chem, Lordstown Motors Corporation, and TIX Homegoods to name a few.





Letter of Support
Smart Logistics Corridor
May 6, 2020

I urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest
consideration and support as it plesents a catalytic 0pp01tunity to bring federal dollars to the
Mahoning Valley to aid in the region’s ongoing economic recovery.

Respectfully,

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
TRUMBULL COUNTY, OHIO

/’,/? fz/%ﬁ'é/

. FrdnkS Fuda, President )
/éf/f / ////
/" Mauro (f'arﬁalaﬁa sa, Commlss1one1

Daniel E. Polivka, Commissioner
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April 16, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao,

I am writing to you today to express my support for the Western Reserve Port Authority’s
application for funding in the FY20 BUILD Discretionary Grants Program. Funding will
be used for the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub, a strategic infrastructure initiative to
capitalize on Lordstown’s location at the intersection of multiple modes of transportation,
broadband, and electrification to position the area as the premier regional warehousing and
distribution hub.

Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning
Valley and Lordstown, areas that were sharply impacted by economic downturns. The
Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub will be the leading electrified multi-modal freight corridor
in the Midwest, integrating emerging technologies — including electrification, automated
and connected vehicles — deployed along regional corridors and in a future-focused yard to
address industry needs and deliver significant improvements in transportation safety,
mobility, access, and reliability.

The Village of Lordstown has acquired title to a former Army facility which has a drive
which could possibly be donated to the project to be used as a public road for access to
open up commercial or industrial development adjacent to the Ohio Commerce Center.

Further, the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub will leverage the existing investment in
transportation infrastructure, and the private investment by companies such as General
Motors (GM) & LG Chem, Lardstown Motors Corporation, and TIX HomeGoods, to name
a few.

[ urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest

consideration and support as it presents a catalytic opportunity to bring investment to the
Mahoning Valley to aid in the region’s ongoing economic recovery. Please do not hesitate
to contact me if you have any questions.

Respectfully,

Ay

Arno A. Hill, Mayor
330-978-5045





