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May 11th, 2020 
 
To whom it may concern:  
 
The purpose of this letter is to express support for the Western Reserve Port Authority’s 
application for funding in the FY20 BUILD Discretionary Grants Program. Funding will be used 
for the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub, a strategic infrastructure initiative to capitalize on 
Lordstown’s location at the intersection of multiple modes of transportation, broadband, and 
electrification to position the area as the premier regional warehousing and distribution hub. 
Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning Valley 
and Lordstown, areas that were sharply impacted by economic downturns. The Lordstown Smart 
Logistics Hub will be the leading electrified multi-modal freight corridor in the Midwest, 
integrating emerging technologies, including electrification, automated and connected vehicles, 
deployed to address industry needs and deliver significant improvements in transportation safety, 
mobility, access, and reliability.  
 
The National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) has collaborated with Drive Ohio and its 
many initiatives toward innovative and efficient automated, connected, electrified, and shared 
(ACES) mobility systems in Ohio through our role as liaison between Smart Columbus and the 
Department of Energy with respect to the Smart City grant awarded in 2016.  The investment in 
Smart Columbus has spawned a variety of collaborations and initiatives in other Ohio 
communities, with Drive Ohio operating as a convener, facilitator and thought leader.  The 
Western Reserve Port Authority’s proposal is an example of the thought leadership with respect 
to ACES technology implementation within the state.  If awarded, NREL looks forward to 
collaborating with the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub project in a similar manner as we support 
Smart Columbus.  Under the proposed collaboration we will serve as a liaison, connecting the 
project with the network of electrification, mobility, and energy experts in the DOE laboratory 
system, providing access to data and resources, tools. Additionally, we would work with the 
project team to collect data and perform analyses relevant to replicating successes and building 
from lessons learned for the benefit of relevant DOE research activities. 
 
I urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest 
consideration and support as it presents a catalytic opportunity to bring investment to the 
Mahoning Valley and aid the region’s ongoing economic recovery. If you have further questions 
about NREL’s engagement with this activity please contact Andrew.Duvall@nrel.gov.  
 
Respectfully, 


 
Jeffrey D. Gonder 
Mobility, Behavior and Advanced Powertrains Group Manager 
NREL Center for Integrated Mobility Sciences 
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Contact: 
77 South High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone: (614) 466-3488 
Email: Rep63@Ohiohouse.gov 


Committees: 
Insurance 


Civil Justice 
Energy and Natural Resources 


Agriculture and Rural Development 


 


    State Representative H. Gilson Blair 


 


May 14, 2020  
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 


Dear Secretary Chao,  
 
I am writing to you today to express my support for the Western Reserve Port Authority’s application 
for funding in the FY20 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation 
Discretionary Grants Program. Funding will be used for the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub, a strategic 
infrastructure initiative to capitalize on Lordstown’s location at the intersection of multiple modes of 
transportation, broadband, and electrification to position the area as the premier regional warehousing 
and distribution hub.  
 
Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning Valley and 
Lordstown, areas that were sharply impacted by economic downturns. The Lordstown Smart Logistics 
Hub will deliver significant improvements in transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability. 
Improvements will include an intermodal rail connection at Ohio Commerce Center, an autonomous 
truck circulator route, consolidation of the current split interchange configuration along the Ohio 
Turnpike at Lordstown, and a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange.  
 
The Mahoning Valley has long been a center of industry. The Valley has experienced some tough 
economic times recently. However, over the past few years the Valley has seen many positive changes 
and is continuing to grow. The Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub will be a great way to continue that 
positive change by bringing jobs and economic opportunities to the Valley. This project will help the 
lives of the people in my district and all of the surrounding districts.  
 
Further, the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub would build off the existing investment in transportation 
infrastructure, and the private investment by companies such as General Motors (GM) & LG Chem, 
Lordstown Motors Corporation, and TJX Homegoods to name a few.  
 
I urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest consideration and 
support as it presents a catalytic opportunity to bring federal dollars to the Mahoning Valley to aid in the 
region’s ongoing economic recovery.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
  
Representative H. Gilson Blair, 
Ohio House of Representatives, District 63 
 








 


May 15th, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao,  
 
I am writing to you today to express Transportation Research Center Inc.’s support for the Western Reserve Port 
Authority’s application for funding in the FY20 BUILD Discretionary Grants Program. Funding will be used for 
the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub, a strategic infrastructure initiative to capitalize on Lordstown’s location at 
the intersection of multiple modes of transportation, broadband, and electrification, which position the area as the 
region’s premier warehousing and distribution hub.  
 
Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning Valley and Lordstown, 
areas that have been sharply impacted by economic downturns in recent years. The Lordstown Smart Logistics 
Hub will be the leading electrified multi-modal freight corridor in the Midwest, integrating emerging 
technologies – including electrification, automated and connected vehicles – deployed along regional corridors 
and in a future-focused yard to address industry needs and deliver significant improvements in transportation 
safety, mobility, access, and reliability.  
 
Transportation Research Center, Inc. (TRC Inc.) is a world-class vehicle research and test facility employing 
engineers experienced in the areas of driving automation, vehicle connectivity, and powertrain electrification and 
charging.  These subject-matter experts are well suited to provide specific insights on these emerging 
technologies to assist in the plans, designs, and concepts related to future freight yard applications. TRC Inc. will 
participate in planning meetings, as well as coordinate stakeholder engagement activities with automotive 
technology suppliers, to consolidate the needs and design elements of the future-focused freight yard concept. 
Coordinating a technology demonstration event at TRC with interested suppliers, will allow for physical 
demonstration and evaluation of these systems, resulting in a short list of candidates for final deployment.  
Additionally, TRC Inc. will participate in a final concept review to share development of the design concept, 
gather additional stakeholder feedback, and continuously engage with industry on this project.          
 
Further, the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub will leverage the existing investment in transportation infrastructure, 
and the private investment by companies such as the General Motors/LG Chem partnership, Lordstown Motors 
Corporation, and TJX Homegoods, to name a few.  
 
I urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest consideration and support 
as it presents a catalytic opportunity to bring investment to the Mahoning Valley to aid in the region’s ongoing 
economic recovery.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Brett Roubinek 
President & CEO 
Transportation Research Center, Inc. 
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May 14th, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao,  
 
As Minority Whip for the Ohio Senate, I write to you today to express my strong support for the Western Reserve Port 
Authority’s application for funding in the FY20 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation 
Discretionary Grants Program.  
 
Funding will be used for the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub, a strategic infrastructure initiative to capitalize on Lordstown’s 
location at the intersection of multiple modes of transportation, broadband, and electrification to position the area as the 
premier regional warehousing and distribution hub.  
 
Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning Valley and Lordstown, areas that were 
sharply impacted by economic downturns. The Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub will deliver significant improvements in 
transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability. Improvements will include an intermodal rail connection at Ohio 
Commerce Center, an autonomous truck circulator route, consolidation of the current split interchange configuration along the 
Ohio Turnpike at Lordstown, and a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange.  
 
Further, the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub would build off the existing investment in transportation infrastructure, and the 
private investment by companies such as General Motors (GM) & LG Chem, Lordstown Motors Corporation, and TJX 
Homegoods to name a few. As one who has been heavily involved in all of the above-mentioned efforts to revitalize our area of 
the state, and particularly Lordstown, I cannot emphasize enough how much good this grant would do for my district.  
 
I urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest consideration and support as it presents a 
catalytic opportunity to bring federal dollars to the Mahoning Valley to aid in the region’s ongoing economic recovery. If you 
have any additional questions about this letter of support, please do not hesitate to contact my office any time at 614-466-7182 
or by emailing O’Brien@ohiosenate.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Minority Whip Sean J. O’Brien 
32nd Ohio Senate District 













 


 


State Senator Michael A. Rulli 
Senate District 33 


May 15th, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao,  
 
I am writing to you today to express my support for the Western Reserve Port Authority’s application for 
funding in the FY20 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation 
Discretionary Grants Program. Funding will be used for the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub, a strategic 
infrastructure initiative to capitalize on Lordstown’s location at the intersection of multiple modes of 
transportation, broadband, and electrification to position the area as the premier regional warehousing and 
distribution hub.  
 
Investing in this project would help invigorate Northeast Ohio, particularly the Mahoning Valley and 
Lordstown, areas that were sharply impacted by economic downturns. The Lordstown Smart Logistics 
Hub will deliver significant improvements in transportation safety, mobility, access, and reliability. 
Improvements will include an intermodal rail connection at Ohio Commerce Center, an autonomous truck 
circulator route, consolidation of the current split interchange configuration along the Ohio Turnpike at 
Lordstown, and a transfer yard for trailers at the Ohio Turnpike Lordstown interchange.  
 
Further, the Lordstown Smart Logistics Hub would build off the existing investment in transportation 
infrastructure, and the private investment by companies such as General Motors (GM) & LG Chem, 
Lordstown Motors Corporation, and TJX Homegoods to name a few.  
 
I urge you to give the Western Reserve Port Authority’s grant application your fullest consideration and 
support as it presents a catalytic opportunity to bring federal dollars to the Mahoning Valley to aid in the 
region’s ongoing economic recovery.  
 
Respectfully,  


 
Michael A. Rulli 
Ohio State Senator, 33rd Senate District 





